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Introduction:-	
India is our country with multi caste and religion, we can see no of religions and Caste in our country. All religions are following their own customs, traditions, languages, food style, festivals and dress style etc. It is known as unity in diversity. National Integration helps in keeping the stability of the country and helps in the development. It nourishes communal harmony and fights casteism, regionalism and linguistic differences. It enhances the feeling of loyalty towards the nation and aims at unifying people.

Meaning of National Integration:-
National integration is the awareness of a common identity amongst the citizens of a country. It means that though the individuals belong to different communities, castes, religions, cultures and regions and speak different languages, all of them recognize the fact that they are one.HA Gani defines, the term national integration in following way“National integration is a socio-psychological and educational process through which a feeling of unity and harmony develops in the hearts of the people and a sense of common citizenship or feeling of loyalty to the nation is fostered among them”.
Definitions of National Integration:-
· According to Myron Weiner “National Integration implies avoidance of divisive movements that would balkanize the nation and presence of attitude throughout the society that give preference to national and public interest as distinct from parochial interest”.
· HA Gani defines, the term national integration in following way “National integration is a socio-psychological and educational process through which a feeling of unity and harmony develops in the hearts of the people and a sense of common citizenship or feeling of loyalty to the nation is fostered among them”.
· Dr. R S Radhkrishnan defines in following way “National Integration is not house which could be built by Mortar and Brick. It is not an industrial plan too which could be discussed and implemented by experts. Integration, on the contrary, is a thought which must go into the heads of the people. It is the consciousness which must awaken the people at large”.
· Rasheed Uddin Khan:-According to him National Integration mean, and ought to mean cohesion not fusion, unity but not uniformity, reconciliation but not merger, agglomeration but not assimilation of the discrete segments of the people constituting a political community or state”. 
Importance of National Integration:
National integration one of the most important aspect for the development and progression of the country because it will enhance unity among the citizens of the country. Following are the key points which will describes the importance of the national integration.
1. It protects the country from the external invasion
2. It helps to the development of the country
3. It encourages for the eradication of untouchables and caste system in India
4. It develops harmony in the country
5. It unites the citizens of the country
6. It protects the country from the enemies
7. It increases the respect to other religion
8. It increase the feeling of Patriotism
Obstacles to the National Integration:
Every citizen of the country know the importance of national integration though it has own importance then to no person is ready to act as per it, therefore there are number of challenges to the national integration.
They are as follows:
1. Casteism 
2. Regionalism
3. Communalism
4. Linguism
5. Dirty Politics
6. Economics Conditions
7. Lack of Good and Committed Leadership or Shameful Leadership


1. Casteism:-Casteism implies love for one’s own caste group in preference to the general national interest. It is mainly an outcome of the Politicisation of caste. Its various manifestations include:
a. Formation of Political parties on the bases of caste(like Justice party in Madras, DMK, Kerala Congress etc)
b. Emergence of Pressure groups on the bases of caste such as HarijanSevakSangh, KshatriyaMahasabha)
c. Caste conflicts between upper caste and lower caste 
2. Regionalism:- Regionalism refers to sub- nationalism and sub- territorial loyalty. It implies love for particular region or state in preference to the country as a whole. Regionalism is subsidiary process of political integration in India. It is manifestation of those residual elements which do not find expression in the national polity and national culture being excluded from the centrality of the new polity, express themselves in Political discontent and political exclusionism. 
3. Communalism:- Communalism means love for one’s religious community in preference to the Nation and a tendency to promote the communal interest at the cost of the interest of the other religious communities. It has its roots in the British rule where the 1909, 1919&1935 had introduced communal representation for the Muslim and Sikhs and other.
4. Linguism:-India is a land of many languages. This variety of language is an indication of cultural enrichment. But it is a matter of regret that a number of ‘linguistic conflicts exist in our country. People have developed a tendency of unwillingness to grant to other languages the same rights as they claim for their own. Quarrel or conflict over languages will definitely disintegrate us.
5. Dirty politics
· India is a country that is home to a variety of political parties based on caste, language, geography, and personal appeal. These parties have a questionable role in the nation's dissolution. They put their own interests first, even if it means sacrificing the national interest.
· They uphold their own self-aggrandizing values and are preoccupied with accumulating wealth. They do not consider the national interest and continue to deceive the public with misleading propaganda and slogans in order to advance their interests.
· They engage in shady and narrow politics in order to further their own interests, eroding national sentiment and solidarity. As a result, politics is used to strengthen one's position in relation to others at the expense of national interest.
6. Economics Conditions:-Economic conditions affect national integration. At one end are those millions who suffer from poverty and on the other end those who maintain a life of economic sufficiency. The provision of employment opportunities to those young men shall prove helpful to national integration
· The socioeconomic reality in India reveals a stark contrast between the "rich" and the "poor," a chasm between money and opulence on the one hand and abject poverty and cruel agony on the other, between haves and have-nots. As a result, there are two Indians living in India.
· A few are raking in money and living lives of ostentation and conspicuous luxury, while the masses are denied even a square meal each day and are the victims of constant exploitation and persecution. As a result, anti-national elements emerge as a result of the long pause.
· Poverty forces the impoverished to engage in anti-national actions that are fatal to the preservation of national unity. They are unconcerned with national development and refuse to recognise government initiatives as evidence of their progress. Due to poverty, many young people chose to join anti-nationalist organisations such as the Naxalite and Maoist camps. This is not a good symptom for the world's largest democracy.
7. Lack of Good and Committed Leadership or Shameful Leadership
· Good and devoted leaders are the harbingers of national progress, and they are essential for a democratic republic's success. However, most of our leaders are now driven by petty interests, and they are disengaged from acting in the national interest.
· Leaders are observed to be preoccupied with their own business, laying the groundwork for communalism, casteism, linguism, and provincialism to germinate. Such leaders don't allow national culture to flourish. As a result, these leaders obstruct national unity. As a result, a variety of forces are working against national integration.
8. Terrorism
· Terrorism is a serious danger to the country's unity and integration. Terrorism's major goal is to create an environment of acute fear psychosis, which destroys people's trust in the democratic system and government. Violence is a tool used to attain the goal of destabilizing the country by instilling dread in the minds of ordinary people.
· Terrorism's rise can be traced back to historical, political, economic, and religious factors. Bombings, arsons, hijackings, kidnappings, killings, and maiming are just a few of the methods used to destabilize the country. State-sponsored terrorism is one of the most heinous forms of violence, with the goal of disrupting other countries' unity and stability.
Conclusion:-India is a land of endless contrasts, a combination of numerous communities, ethnicities, languages, and subcultures. There are numerous impediments to national integration in any such country. In India the following hindrances are obstructing the growth of national feeling, casteism, Communalism, Sectarianism, Linguism, Regionalism, Economic Differences, Dirty politics, Terrorism, Student Unrest, Lack of Good and Committed Leadership or Shameful Leadership. After studying all the important obstacles of National Integration we can conclude that all must work for the success of the National integration.
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